Doris Conant
April 28,1925 - June 22,2017

On Thursday, June 22nd, Doris Conant passed away in the close presence of her family at
Glenbrook Hospital. Born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1925, Doris was a political activist,
feminist, a sculptor, a civic worker, a real estate developer, a philanthropist, a mother, and a
grandmother. She graduated from the University of Pennsylvania where she met Howard Conant
(1924 - 2011), her husband of 63 years.

As a civil rights organizer in Chicago in the 1960s, Doris worked with women and families in public
housing. She took her son, Howard Jr., to the Selma to Montgomery March in 1965, and marched
with Martin Luther King in Chicago. Doris is included in the book, "Feminists Who Changed
America, 1963-1975" Barbara J. Love. She has touched many acting as a role model for feminists
and philanthropists everywhere.

Doris had a profound appreciation for the arts, and an undying passion for learning, and taught
herself to speak Spanish, French and Italian. Her busy calendar was always filled with
philanthropic lunches, political events, book club, theater, and the opera. She read the New York
Times every day and loved to play tennis. Her love of tennis was something she and Howard
shared with the whole Conant family.

Doris led ERA Illinois, advocating for Illinois to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment. She was a
founding member of the Chicago Foundation for Women always advocating for the rights of
women in all that she did.

Doris and Howard had three children: Alison Conant, Howard Conant, and Meredith George. Doris
Conant is survived by her three children and seven grandchildren: Rachel Conant, Madelyn
Hjertmann, Sarah Frank, Monica George, Sophie Conant, Mason George, and Andrew Frank.
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