STATE OF ILLINOIS
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE

138th Legislative Day May 29, 2002

Speaker Madigan:

The Chair recognizes Mr. Burke on
House Resolution 978. Mr. Burke."
Burke: "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On this congratulatory

Resolution, I would ask that the Clerk read the

Resolution.”
Clerk Rossi: "House Resolution 978 offered by Representative
Burke.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 978

WHEREAS, The members of the Illinois House of Representatives
are proud to congratulate Patricia Anne Polos of Chicago for her

dedicated commitment and volunteer service to AARP; and
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WHEREAS, Patricia ©Polos was born November 28, 1921 in
Indianapolis to Florence and Walter Fletcher; she married Harry
Fred Polos on February 20, 1950; and she has two children, Michael

and Richard, and five grandchildren, Jessica, Mathew, Theodore,

Zachary, and Bradley, with another one on the way; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Polos earned a Bachelor's Degree in Social
Sciences from Mundelein College and took advanced work in Urban

Studies at Roosevelt University; and

WHEREAS, She was a Legislative Assistant to State Senator
Esther Saperstein from 1968 to 1972; she was engaged in campaign
management and lobbying from 1972 to 1980; she was an
Administrative Assistant to State Senator Howard Carroll from 1980
to 1986; and she was a communications consultant specializing in
political and legislative campaigns from 1986 until her

retirement; and

WHEREAS, She has been a State Legislative Committee Member for
AARP since 1992, a coordinator of Chicago Area Legislative
Activities for AARP since 1994, and a member of AARP's Volunteer
Lobby Team since 1995; she earned AARP's Partnership for
Excellence Award for her work on Assisted Living Licensure 1in
1999, and in 2001 she earned AARP's Bright Star for Seniors Award
for her years of service and outstanding commitment to Illinois

seniors; and

WHEREAS, She continues to be the 1leading advocate in
Springfield for Illinois ratification of the ERA; she 1is an
advocate for the development of assisted living facilities in
Illinois as well as appropriate regulation and oversight; and she
is a passionate lobbyist in Springfield on behalf of senior issues

and women's rights; and

WHEREAS, She served on the Community Mental Health Board of
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Chicago for over 30 years, holding the position of Vice Chair; she
was formerly the Legislative Chair for the Illinois Older Women's

League (OWL) and President of the Loop Chapter of OWL; and she was

formerly President of ERA Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Pat has come to our experience here in Springfield
with a genuine concern and tremendous energy on behalf of retired

persons; and

WHEREAS, Pat will forever enjoy a fond place in the hearts and
minds of all Illinois legislators who know her; we pray for her
continued good health and swift return to us here 1in the State

Capitol; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-SECOND
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we congratulate
Patricia Anne Polos for her exemplary service to AARP and for her

work on state policy issues over the years; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented

to Patricia Anne Polos as an expression of our respect and

esteem."

Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Burke."

Burke: "Thank you, Speaker. And just for the record, Mr. Clerk,
I would request that Mr. Lyons, Joe Lyons, be added to this
Resolution. He and I both introduced it. And you know,

it's interesting Ladies and Gentlemen, as we introduce
these congratulatory regu... matters, we do a 1little
research on the individuals that we are acknowledging and
in this instance, I was rather overwhelmed with the lady's
experience in this government that we call the State
Legislature. Pat has been an advocate for so many
important issues to our society and her latest endeavor is

certainly on behalf of retired people in our State of
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Illinois. She does a yeoman's Jjob. She is the one that's
literally carrying the water for AARP each day here in the
Legislature and interactions with all of us. We understand
her sincerity and her energy. And I was hoping that she
was gonna be in our gallery and I don't know... and she is.
She's on her way. Try to hurry her up, if you would. So,
it's been a delightful experience researching Pat's history
with all of her different associations, having worked for
Senator Howie Carroll, for Senator Esther Saperstein and
her many, many years of dedication to the causes that are
so important to our society here in the State of TIllinois.
And I, too, Mr. Clerk, would ask that all Members be added
as cosponsor of this honorary Resolution.”

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman moves for the adoption of the
Resolution. The Chair recognizes Mr. Daniels."

Daniels: "Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House. I join
in this Resolution to recognize a great friend, not only of
mine, but of this institution and a great person to
highlight as the passion that she has for her causes that
she works for, particularly the American Association of
Retired Persons. But the pride that I have in joining this
Resolution is fulfilled by the advocate... advocacy that
she so often displays and the character that she displays
in her passion for her work and passion for the people she
represents. Pat 1is about life's journeys and I count on
Pat to be always stating her views very clearly and
advising me on what matters are important. But she's
unwavering in her request to make this world a Dbetter
place. Her <career as an activist for numerous causes has
been challenging, but when I think of people who have
exhibited grace under challenge, Pat is an extreme example

of that. Makes me proud to be able to Jjoin in honoring
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Pat, a dear friend, a person that I think we all can hold
up as an example of a great advocate. So, Pat, my
congratulations to vyou and I'm very happy to join in this
Resolution and urge your passage of the same. God Dbless

you, Pat and congratulations.”

Speaker Madigan: "Representative Joe Lyons."

Lyons,

J.: "Thank vyou, Speaker. I certainly want to add, along
with the two previous speakers who so eloquently described
Pat's career down here as an advocate for not only senior
issues, but women issues and with a 30-year track record to
prove it. When we all come down here for our first time,
we all get involved with some certain issues that are kind
of our signature concerns when we get started. And when I
came down here, I was asked by AARP and Pat and the whole
organization to be the lead Sponsor for the assisted
living, shared housing program which we ultimately passed
about four years ago. And then of course, then there was
the funding issues that we had to stay on top of to make
sure the proper follow-up work was... No, you know, when we
pass a Bill down here that's one part of the issue, but
following up with the details on it, as we all know, the
devil can be the details on the ongoing commitment that we
have to make to follow up on. And Pat certainly's been
there every step of the way with me when I first came down
here, introducing me to the issues that AARP brought forth,
as well as, being my guardian angel and helping me passing
that piece of legislation which we can all be proud of and
which wultimately went to the Governor's Desk and is, in
fact, law in Illinois. I'd like to also say that in my
other 1life back home, I'm a training coordinator. I teach
adult education programs and one of the things that I do is

teach the AARP-certified course on planning for retirement.
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I've done it for almost 20 years, I'm very proud of that,
but the point I'm trying to make here is, one of the things
that I say to retirees who are thinking about it, maybe the
most important thing ya oughta retire to something not from
something. Many of us probably know a lot of people that
are miserably retired. But Pat certainly's been a role
model for anybody who's ever followed that advice, and it's
not mine originally of course not, but it certainly is a
role model that Pat has played about getting involved,
staying involved, staying committed to things that mean
something to you, that you're passionate about. So, Pat
Polos is one of my first friends down here and again, is my
guardian angel for assisted 1living along with the whole
organization. God bless you. Thanks for all the wonderful
work you've done and will do down here and Godspeed and
we're glad to honor vyou on this wonderful day for you.

Thanks, Pat."

Speaker Madigan: "Representative Barbara Currie."

Currie:

"Thank you, Speaker and Members of the House. I, too,
rise 1in support of this Resolution. When I first came to
Springfield, Pat Polos was not working with the American
Association for Retired Persons, she was far too young.
She was a strong-minded women's advocate who was pressing
for ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment in the
state. She was in at the ground floor with groups like Cook
County Democratic Women. She was an activist with the
National Organization for Women. She taught me a lot of
the strategic tricks of this trade and she's certainly been
an important influence on this House of Representatives, as
well as, the chamber across the way. So, I'm delighted
that Representative Burke had the wit to introduce House

Resolution 978 and I am delighted that we had the chance to
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support it as we support her as she has consistently

supported us. Way to go, Pat."

Speaker Madigan: "Representative Hamos."

Hamos:

"I'm really Jjust adding my voice to all the wonderful
voices to tell you also the one wonderful anecdote about
Pat Dbecause 1I've known Pat also for more than 20 years,
working on the Equal Rights Amendment. And we all know what
happened to the Equal Rights Amendment and it was a sad day
in Illinois, I think, when we lost that. But, lo and
behold, here was Pat 20 years later telling me that it was
time to reintroduce the Equal Rights Amendment. I really
could not Dbelieve it and made her say it to me five times
before I really understood that here she was, she was back
making us do the Equal Rights Amendment again. And, you
know, people like that are the people who change the world
and I respect that so much, having that kind of
persistence, commitment and willingness to fight the tough

fight, and the wunpopular fight, even in the face of all

odds. So, Pat, we really congratulate you."

Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Lang."

Lang: "Thank vyou, Mr. Speaker. Let me, also, rise to
congratulate Pat Polos. I have worked with her on a number

of issues and I think we all know that around here we don't
always find people who are... do their work totally out of
principle all the time. That's who Pat 1is; someone who
really cares about the issues she works for whether it's
issues involving senior citizens through AARP or whether it
be any other issue, particularly the Equal Rights
Amendment, which I've been working on with her closely for
a long period of time. She always brings energy and
vitality and real good ideas to it and you can always tell

when you're talking to her that these things are important
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to her. It's rare around here when you talk to somebody
who only wants to talk to you about things that are
actually really important and that's what Pat's all about.

I've been proud to work with her and I certainly wish her

well."

Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Burke to close.”

Burke: "Thank vyou, Mr. Speaker. And I'm so proud of my
colleagues that have spoken so eloquently on behalf of Pat
and this wonderful day of acknowledgement. And Ladies and
Gentlemen, Pat is now with us in the balcony. Pat, please,
stand for a round of applause. We all thank you for all
you've done for the State of Illinois and for this
Legislature. Congratulations."

Speaker Madigan: "Is Mr. Jay Hoffman in the chamber? Has anybody
seen Mr. Jay Hoffman? The question is, 'Shall the House
adopt House Resolution 9787 Those in favor say 'aye';
those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The
Resolution is adopted. Let the record show that

Representative Jay Hoffman was recorded as voting 'yes'.
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