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BY SHERRYE HENRY

After running unsuccessfully for the
New York State Legislature in 1990,
Sherrye Henry was prompted to in-
vestigate the reasons why more wo-
men, in particular, didn’t support her
candidacy. Her investigation led to a
broader look at American women,
equality and politics in a book, “The
Deep Divide: Why American Women
Resist Equality,” published in June by
Macmillan. The book presents the re-
sults of 11 focus groups that included
women of varying ethnic backgrounds,
ages and occupations and a telephone
survey of 600 women. We asked
Sherrye Henry to share some of the
findings with us.
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Dianne Feinstein (I) and Barbara Boxer won election to the US, Senate in 1992.

INE OUT OF 10
American women say

equality is important to
them, according to a sur-
vey and group discus-
sions conducted by EDK
Associates, a Manhattan-
based research firm spe-
cializing in issues per-
taining to women. Some
other findings might sur-
prise you:
® 68% of women say they lack equal-
ity in some part of their lives;
e 49% say they don’t have equality
atall;
e but only 25% say they would work
hard to achieve equality.
® 70% of women say the country
would be different if more women
held powerful positions;
o 74% say more women in politics
would lead to greater equality;
* but only 26% say they would vote
for a woman candidate just because
she is a woman.

Listening to 11 groups of women
in four regions of the country dis-
cussing issues facing them, I was
struck over and over by the apparent
gap between what women say they
want and what they are willing to do
to achieve those goals. Why is i, if
s0 many women say equality is im-
portant to them, they are not willing
to work for it or to vote for women
candidates?

First, to find out what women
meant by equality, they were asked
to finish the following sentence:
“Being-equal means...” A surprising

Today, only seven of
the 100 U.S. Senators

are women . Should

gaining parity
become a priority?

fact emerged: Most women had trou-
ble defining equality. “Are you talk-
ing about our personal lives, or in gen-
eral?” asked Joan Bodendorfer, a
Chicago homemaker. “I've never
thought about it too much,” said Clara
Williams, a Mississippi widow. “I’ve
sort of just grown up and gone to work
and raised my kids—it was never a
big issue with me.”

Respect, not equality, was the word
heard over and over. “Equality per se
is not that important to me,” said Perry
Barber, a self-described feminist who
umpires major league baseball games
during spring training. “But there are
things that go along with equality that
are very important: Respect. Feeling
emotionally supported by somebody
and being able to return that support.”

“Why should I be treated like I'm
less than someone when I'm not?”
asked Hedy Reinharz, a graphic artist.
“Just like any minority group—it
could be a black person, an Hispanic,
an Indian. He doesn’t like it, so why
should I? It’s a matter of respect.”

continued
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‘The Best of

STEVE Q. EYDIE

LAWRENCE GORME

15
RECORDINGS

If He Walked Into
My Life

Go Away Little Girl
Through The Years

What Did I Have
That I Don't
Have Now

Portrait Of My
Love

That’s What
Friends Are For

Blame It On The
Bosa Nova

More
Hallelujah

Tonight I'll Say
ig Prayer

A Room Without
Windows

Sunrise, Sunset

What I Did
For Love

I Gotta Be Me
True Love

'lheh'All-'limeGreateotth!

heir voices are electrifying. Their
concert performances are legendary.

And now Steve Lawrence and Eydie
Gorme bring you their all-time greatest musi-
cal recordings in an extraordinary Collector’s
Treasury...“The Greatest Hits Of Steve
& Eydie”.

Not Sold In Stores!

Here's Steve and Eydie at their Grammy
Award-winning best - singing the classic
show tunes, standards and tender love songs
that have helped them sell
millions of records...and gain world-
wide critical acclaim! For music that |
doesn't lose its timeless appeal...for a
spellbinding performance that leaves you
breathless...order your “The Greatest Hits
Of Steve & Eydie” collection now!

Cassettes
or CDs

” GN3[O1JF

! Rogers & Webster®, Box 4171, Dept.GN30 PW,
Station, NY 11746’
Web ster® Yes, please rush me “The Greatest Hits of Steve and Eydie”
GUARANTEE ——GN3-C Extra Long Cassette $12.98 plus $2.50 postage & handling.
: —GN3-D Extra Long CD $16.98 plus $2.50 postage & handling.
If you are dissatisfied | ! oy ang Ny add sales tax. My check is enclosed for §

with your purchase in | i o, oo 1 CVISACIMASTERCARD®. Exp. Date
any way, you may |
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ow you can own and enjoy the
greatest recordings of Jim Nabors
; with this fabulous treasury! One of
& America’s most gifted singers and per-
i formers, Jim Nabors has entertained
 millions of fans and earned three gold
records with his rich,
melodious voice. Now he
{brings his heartwarming,
vocal magic to some of the

ALL-TIME FAVORITES
ON TWO CASSETTES!

b iful | d
Help Me Make It Through The Night | ciassic tnes ofal e, -
Sunrise , Sunset You'll hear HELP ME MAKE IT
he First Time Ever (I Saw Your Face) ;ﬁ'}%‘[ﬁv’;grf ?gIZ‘GTHWTEﬁI'IIYH
Tie A Yellow Ribbon OF NEVER, and more...
Round The Ole Oak Tree 22 unforgettable songs in all!
~Ave Maria GREAT SONGS!
The Twelfth OF Never GREAT
O
Bl palls SAVINGS!
You've Got A Frien Jim Nabors renders your
Alone Again (Naturally) favorite songs so exquisitfegy
Try To Remember mat ﬁymlx;}l hefxrlath_er}:x asi hor g
Till The End Of Time traeie;? mir:rzma‘;ll:algeo:gll:z-
H tion i t tertai
i11ore, Do) gl Lo Sory e:grg :alll::lyofg:l y?aarsrtlg, 3
Our Love come. These are the beloved
And This Is My Beloved favorites you'll listen to again
Cabaret and again. Be sure to order
your Jim Nabors
Love Theme From “The Godfather” | Treasury
(Speak Softly Love) now.
Both Sides Now
Bridge Over Troubled Water
Until It's Time For You To Go
My Reverie
I've Gotta Be Me
I'd Like To Teach The World To Sing
(In Pe Harmony)

HOW TO ORDER

To order the 2 Cassette Jim Nabors Treasury (GS31-C) for
only $12.95 plus $2.50 postage & handling, send your name,
address, zip code and check to:

Rogers & Webster®

Box 4166, Dept. GS31-PB

Huntington Station, NY 11746
SAVE! Order two sets for only $24.90 plus $4.90 p&h.

Charge your order! VISA® and MASTERCARD® accepted. Send
account number and expiration date. Be sure to indicate quantity
desired and total amount enclosed. CA and NY add sales tax.
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Rogers &

Webster®
GUARANTEE

If you are dissatisfied
with your purchase in
any way, you may
return it for a prompt
and full refund. All
orders are processed
promptly and notifica-
tion will be sent in
case of delay.
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WOULD YOU VOTEP/continued

Some women, however, saw respect
and equality as being at odds. “I like to
have a door opened for me,” said
Patrice Kaufman, a small business
owner in California. “That has to do
with the respect issue. I don’t think
we’d have that if we had equality.”

Some saw equality, as they defined
it, as a threat. “Physical endurance—
just look at it that way,” said Jody
O’Connell, an office-supplies buyer in
Chicago. “There are not many women
who can compete with a man.”

If women don’t agree about what
equality is, it is easier to understand
why so few are willing to work hard to
achieve it. However, there was a con-
sensus on another issue: More than 70%
of those surveyed said more women in
positions of power would lead to a bet-
ter country with improved quality of life.
But many of the same women surveyed
said they would not vote for a woman
candidate just because she was a woman.

Any American alive 30 years ago can
attest to the astonishing social changes
since Betty Friedan first encouraged

47% of women say
that balancing work
and family 1s the
greatest problem
facing mothers today.

homemakers to reexamine their lives.
Today, 60% of women work outside the
home, including 66% of mothers. Half
of law school graduates and 40% of
medical school graduates are women.
More American workers are employed
by women-owned businesses than work
for Fortune 500 companies.

With these changes has come the chal-
lenge of balancing work and family re-
sponsibilities. For 47% of women bal-
ancing work and family was cited as the
greatest problem facing mothers today.
And 83% agreed with the statement,
“Women are working out of necessity,
having a hard time and nobody cares.”

But in the political arena, where many
of women’s needs could be addressed,
women continue to be underrepresent-
ed. Women make up only 10% of Cong-
ress, and 23 states do not send a single
woman to Washington. Only four states
have women governors.

After a political defeat and a time of
reflection and research, what have I
learned? All of us get caught up in the
political process when we believe that
it’s possible to change a bad situation.
More women are running for office, and
some are being elected. Relishing their
new opportunities, women may choose
to bind themselves closer to men who re-
spect them, appreciate their contribu-
tions and take equal responsibility for
their children. Women don’t want to ex-
clude men from their lives. Equally, no
husband wants to see his wife unfairly
paid, and no father wants to see his
daughter denied promotion. Rather than
dwell on the negative, we must recog-
nize the benefits for society when citi-
zens treat each other with respect.

Equality is about choice. (1]

‘I never
thought
about

[equality]
too much,”

said Clara
Williams,
55, “I've

| Just gone to
. | work and

Williams
(seated) at
home in
Lewisburg,

d Miss., with
her children
(I-r) Alexis,
James and
Anna.
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