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PATRICIA WIDMAYER, Ph.D. 
Widmayer & Associates 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Co-Owner/Manager, Glen Arbor Bed & Breakfast and Cottages 

Glen Arbor, Michigan (www.glenarborlodging.com)  2001-2022 

 

Owner/Principal, Widmayer & Associates, Inc.                        

Evanston, Illinois       1985-1997; 2001-2014 

  

 Widmayer & Associates, Inc., specialized in strategic planning, accreditation, program 

management and technology development for colleges and universities, schools, foundations, 

associations and government. An example of projects include: 

 
 →A 5,600 student university in suburban Chicago needed a project coordinator and writer to complete the 

entire self-study for North Central Association’s Higher Learning Commission reaccreditation process 

using the new . We provided not only project coordination and writing of the required Systems Portfolio, 

but also strategic planning support and research. 

 

 →A 1,200 student college needed strategic planning support for reaccreditation with the North Central 

Association’s Higher Learning Commission. We supported the entire strategic planning process, 

presented the planning document to the Board of Trustees, assisted in writing the Self Study and, 

ultimately, organized and edited many of the institution’s key manuals and policy documents in 

preparation for the Visiting Team Site Visit. 

 

 →An elementary school district of 6,500 students needed a Technology Study Committee organized and 

supported in response to the Board of Education’s call for a five-year plan regarding the needs, funding 

and allocation of both instructional and administrative technologies. We facilitated the Committee’s 

deliberations and wrote the report for presentation to the Board. 

 

Previous experience: 

 

Special Assistant to the Vice President for Information Technology 

Northwestern University        1997-2000 

 

Director, North Suburban Higher Education Consortium   1990-2002 
The consortium was a collaboration between thirteen Chicago educational colleges, universities, 

museums and high schools to share innovative programming and technology. The NSHEC directorship 

was held at the same time as Widmayer & Associates, Inc. and the Northwestern positions. 

 

Executive Director, Commission on the Future of Higher Education   1983-1985 

Office of the Governor, State of Michigan 

 

Director, Executive Office for Cabinet Affairs and Policy and Gubernatorial Transition Team 

The Honorable James J. Blanchard, Governor of Michigan    1982-1983 

 

Director, Office of Legislation and School Law     1977-1982 

Michigan Department of Education 

 

District Representative and Staff Director      1975-1977 



 
 2 

The Honorable Bob Carr, United States Congress 

 

Research Analyst         1973-1975 

Office of the Speaker, Michigan House of Representatives 

 

Associate Producer and News Editor       1971-1972 

WTVS/Channel 56, Detroit, Michigan 

 

Instructor, College of Social Science       1970-1971 

Oakland University, Rochester, Michigan 

 

Social Studies Teacher         1965-1967 

Arlington High School, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 

 

EDUCATION 
 

Ph.D., Michigan State University, 1971 (Educational Research) 

M.A., Michigan State University, 1969 (Social Science Education) 

B.A., Michigan State University, 1966 (Political Science), cum laude 

Fellow, Institute for Educational Leadership, George Washington University, 1978-79 

 

SELECTED WIDMAYER & ASSOCIATES CLIENTS,  1985-97;  2001-2014 

 
Colleges and Universities 

American Academy of Art 

American College of Education 

Associated Colleges of Illinois 

DePaul University 

Lewis University 

Methodist Medical Center School of Nursing 

Macalester College 

Northeastern Illinois University 

Pace University 

Fairleigh Dickinson University 

University of Illinois  

University of Texas System 
St. Augustine College 

Wayne State University 

University of Massachusetts at Amherst 

Metropolitan Community College (Omaha) 

SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry 

State Higher Education Initiatives 

 ...... Colorado Commission on Higher Education 

Colorado Department of Education 

Michigan Community College Association 

Michigan Department of Public Health 

Nebraska Unicameral Legislature 

National Associations 

American Council on Education 

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 

Education Commission of the States 

National Education Association  

National Association of Women Business Owners 
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Foundation for Independent Higher Education 

Foundations 

Borg-Warner Foundation 

Sears-Roebuck Foundation 

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation  

Corporations  

Avatar Corporation 

Career Education Corporation 

 

ORGANIZATION AND BOARDS  MEMBERSHIPS (selected) 

 

Professional 
--Co-chair, (Illinois) Governor's Education Technology Summit, l994-95 

--Member, (Illinois) Governor's Task Force on Higher Education, 1992-1993. 

--Member, National Leadership Group, American Council on Education, 1987-1998 

--Board of Visitors, Michigan State University College of Social Science, 1993-1998; College of 

Education 2006-present 

--Board of Trustees, American Academy of Art, 2007-present 

 

Community 
--Member, Evanston Chamber of Commerce, 1995-2014 

--Member, Chicago Council on Global Affairs, 1986-present 

--Board of Trustees, Delta Delta Delta Crescent Fund, 2005-2011 

 

 

 

 

 


