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Black Women Re-Assess Their Roles

By L. F. PALMER JR.
(¢) 9171, Chicago Daily News

If the women's liberation
movement has done anything
for black women, it has con-
vinced many that their mis-
sion in these times is to re-
group and battle for the liber-
ation of all hlack people.

BLACK WOMEN are re-
evaluating and re-assessing
their roles. They are involv-
ing themselves in more thor-
ough studies of the dynamics
of both black and white cul-
tures.

They are studying the forces
of political, economic and so-
cial systems.

Many black women are in-
terpreting their place in black
history in different terms and
placing it in what they consid-
er to be proper context,

BLACK WOMEN and black
men were victimized from the
first., In the dread days of
chattel slavery, tribal groups

were dispersed, family ties
were severed, communal cus-
toms were disrupted, The lan-
guage and other commu-
nicative processes of the Afri-
can were aborted.

The survival of blacks in this
country is attributable to the
personal and collective trav-
ails and triumphs of black
women.

However countless black
women oppose
women’s liberation. Their cen-
tral theme is that black
women have never lost the
rhythms of nature, which com-
pel women not only to trans-
mit the culture of a species
but to develop techniques to
enable that species to survive
under the greatest stress.

THUS, THESE women in-
sist, the historic role of the
true black woman was never
in contradiction to her black
mate. She was and is the mar-
tyrized matriach only in the
annals of white social thought
and only in the minds of those

black women who fell vietim
to the plot to socially emascu-
late the black man.

To the true black woman,
the black man was and is an
object of pride and desire in
the home and out of the home,
And his role was not and is not
usurped within the framework
of what is known as the black
experience,

What nappened historically
is that the black woman both
accepted and protected her
black man until he was better
able to regain and secure his
rightful place in society.

THE TRUE black woman
believes that the time has
come for the black man to
seize that place in society and
she believes that her place is
at his side.

This black woman, then, has
no time for so limiting a
movement as women’s liber-
ation, a movement which
would pit her against black
men.

In Chicago, the newly orga-
nized League of Black Women
is composed of black women
from all levels who are dedi-

cated to changes in systems
that rule the lives of blacks.

THE LEAGUE'S first con-
venor is Mrs Arnita Young
Boswell, a University of Chi-
cago professor and a pioneer
of projects and programs
geared toward freeing black
and poor people from oppres-
sion,

She is the sister of the late
Whitney M. Young Jr., the ex-
ecutive director of the Nation-
al Urban League who died
recently in Nigeria,

Mrs. Boswell quotes from
the marriage rituals which are
conducted in some of the
world’s eastern cultures.
These words set the goals of
the true black woman:

“WOMAN WAS created, not
from out of the top of man’s
head to rule over him, not
from out of man’s feet to be
trampled by him, not from out
of man’s posterior to shadow
him, nor from his anterior
to run ahead of him —
but from out of man’s side, to
stand beside him, accompany
him, and walk peacefully and
humbly with him through his
journey of life.”
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Bring Children

Into Discussions’

Outmoded autocratic meth-
)ds of punishment and reward
— threats and promises
should be replaced with coop-
eration and  participation be-
lween parent and child, Robert
.. Powers said today at the
annual conference of the lowa
Welfare Assn. at Hotel Black-
hawk, Davenport.

Powers is a lecturer and
dean of students at the Alfred
Adler Institute of Chicago.
whose founder was a pioneer in
community mental health —
seeing an individual's problem
in the context of his social life.

“AMERICANS have been in
a period of rebellion since 1776,
a transition from 8,000 years
under Kkings and tyrants,” Pow-
ers said.

“Yet many parents continue
to retain the role of tyrant to
their children, and their chil-
dren react as tyrants for the
sake of their individual digni-
ty,” he said.

Powers said the tyrannical
or dictatorial — parent may
produce either spoiled or abu-
sive child.

“The spoiled child is the
product of a parent who choos-
es to be overly permissive. The
result is a youngster who is
himself a tyrant, using tears to
get his way.

The child whose parent is an
abusive dictator is the child
who fights and kicks in an at-
tempt to hurt back.

The Adlerian  psychology
which Powers is advancing in
workshop sessions today and
Tuesday demonstrates methods
of how we can influence each
other in our democratic socie-
ty.

“WE CAN influence chil-
dren and one another by partic-
ipation, by inviting others into
discussions of our problems to
see how we each are involved

in a child's misbehavior,”
Power said

“Parents should invite their
children to discuss ‘the de-
mands on - the family as a
whole, to talk about common
difficulties,” he said

“Parents should treat their
children as the human beings
they are, not as submissive
underlings who are subjects of
tyrannical whims,”" he stressed

Mrs. Arnita Young Boswell,
sister of the late Witney Young,
opened the two-day conference
Sunday night.

Mrs. Boswell shared the po-
dium with Sen. John Tapscott,
D-Des Moines, who said lowa’s
welfare programs should be
controlled by the state rather
than the county.

“The state should have com-
plete control of the county
welfare offices thus taking the
steps to further remove welfare
from the hands of the politi-
cians wherever possible,” said
Tapscott, who is seeking the

Democratic  nomination  for
lowa governor.
TAPSCOTT SAID welfare

appropriations should , be in-
creased from “81 per cent of
minimum need based on the
1969 cost of living to 100 per
cent of need based on the pres-
ent standard cost of living.”
Tapscott blamed the self-in-
terest of the rich as the source
of the problems in our society
that make welfare necessary.

“Political misfits encourage
the average citizen to believe
that the welfare recipient is his
enemy. The enemy of the work-
ing man is and always has been
the man substantially above
him in income — the man who
reaps extra rewards from the
system because of special priv-
ilege and  protects  them
through special interest tax leg-
islation,” he maintained

ow =

Utility  monopolies  that
charge excessive rates and
farmers who receive grain sub-
sidies were singled out by Tap-
scott as examples of “*socialism
for the rich and capitalism for
the poor.”

“IT IS VIOLENT and crimi-
nal to call welfare recipients
lazy and shiftless while 6,000
white  American farmers are
receiving $25.000 a year to do
nothing.

“It s violent and criminal to
promote self-help and the vir-
tues of the ‘free-enterprise’ sys-
tem for a group of people living
in an economy where property
has always been more. impor-
tant than people,” he contin-

ued.

Dr. John McQueen of the
University of lowa addressed
this afternoon’s session on
“Health Planning in Towa."

Nicholas Johnson, Commis-
sioner of the Federal Commu-
nications  Commission,  will
conclude the conference with
an address at 9 a.m. Wednes-
day

His topic  will be *“The Im-
pact of Mass Communications
on Life Styles.”

Johnson has been with the
communications  unit  since
1968 and is former administra-
tor of the Maritime Commis-
sion. He is a native of lowa
City, Towa.

RI Lawyer
Seeks Judgeship

Frederick P. Patton, Rock
Island lawyer, announced today
he is a Republican candidate
for judge of the 3rd Appellate
District in the March 21, 1972,
primary election,

Patton, 48, is chairman of
the Rock Island County Repub-
lican Central Committee.

State Sen. John Tapscott, D-Des Moines, keynote speaker at
Sunday's opening of the lowa Welfare Assn. conference in Daven
port, exchanges ideas with Mrs. Cecil Cooper, Davenport, left, and
Mrs. Arnita Young Boswell, sister of the late Whitney Young, nation-
al director of the Urban League. (Staff Photo)
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Stereotype of Black Woman
Is Target of Organization

BY LUCI HORTON

A new organization of black
women is striving to break
away from the traditional roles
and stereotyped images of
black womanhood. :

“Historically, black women
have been promoted and al-
lowed access to various social
and economic positions as part
of a national policy to keep
black men in positions of servi-
tude;” said Mrs. Jorga:Eng-
lish, a founder and officer
in the League of Black Women,

“In forming the League of
Black Women, we decided that
black women needed to be-
come serious toward advanc-
ing the lead and authority of
black men, as well as enhance
their own supportive positions

of leadership—beside and with"
black men,” Mrs. English, a|

community program specialist
for the YWCA of Metropolitan
Chicago, explained. ‘“We real-
ize, of course, that it's a tre-
mendous task to change cer-
tain social contracts that have
given some black women an
illusionary sense of power and
social status.”

- Started Aftev Campaign
In existence since April of

last vear, the league grew out

of the efforts of a group of
women who unsuccessfully
campaigned to olect Warren H.
Bacon as president of the Chi-
cago School Board.

Under the direction of Dr.
Arnita Young Boswell, a social

scientist at the University of

Chicago, the group has grown
from its initial 15 members to
approximately 500 women thru-
out the Chicago area. The

league, with offices at 841 E.
63d St., held a special tribute
to Ald. Anna Langford as its
first formal program last year.
“At initial league meetings,
we discussed the fact that
since women are the universal
transmitters of culture, we had
to take more positive steps in
spite of the stereotype of the
black matriarch,” Mrs. Eng-
lish noted. ‘“Yes, we've been
stereotyped. .= Black  women
have done what they had to do
as other people—particularly
oppressed people—have done.

to aid and assist the imagery
of black male authority and
the rivhtful position taken his-
tori»~liv toward their men.”

Wants No Back Seat

She said that this does not
mean that women should “take
a back seat,”” however. “We

feel that the time has come for
black women who have been
exposed to educational and so-
cial processes to step forward]
and lend support to black |
men,” she said. ‘‘Human skills |

and abilities must not and
should not be stifled regardless
of or because of race.”

In an effort to carry out
league prineiples, the organiza-
tion is divided into working
committees including health,
social welfare, cultural endeav-
ors, and- political action, The
structure also includes a 25-
member executive, committee
comprised of representatives
from various aspects of com-

e smunity life.
“We feel that it is our duty

The league work thus far has

included bhelping to raise

$18,000 as part of the recent
sickle cell anemia telethon,

| raising funds for those black

leaders who have made ‘‘sig-
nificant” contributions to the
community, and speaking out
against injustices. ;




Women question real reasons
behmd OMBE's conference

was it really as stated an
effort to stimulate women
into becoming business en-

trepreneurs.

It the former wasn't the
case, why were the major-
ity of women present black?
And why were most of the
plruclunu mhr black or

Amhtmum!m
women questioned was the

in just six

$100-plate dinner sponsored
by some black Republicans
the same weekend, to raise
funds to help in the cam-
paign to reelect Richard
Nixon President.

As stated before, these
are just some of the ques-
tions in a number of wom-
en's minds that have yet

wered.

mon problem which was
:ll accomplishment in it-

Te] alm

racial and ethnic back-
ground and every business
and profession.

‘The Conference was spon-
sored by the Office of Mi-

Sheraton Park Hotel
here. During the two-day
session, a series of seminars
and workshops were held,
with women and a few men
participating on the various

panels.

In her keynote address.
Inez Kaiser, National Co-
ordinator and President of
Inezs Kaiser and Associates.
Inc., Kansas City. Mo,
stated the purpose of

ce.

According to Mrs, Kaiser,
it was held primarily to
stimulate’ women’s interest
and involvement as enter-
preneurs in business en-
terprise

Its objectives: “To iden-
tify the unmet business
needs of existing and po-
tential businesswomen; and
to devise a strategy to make
more accessible to them the
business resources of
public and private sectors.”

“Since women are this
country’s Jargest minority.
OMBE (Office of Minority
Enterprise) felt a confer-
ence of this kind wou'd be
beneficial to all” Mrs.
Kaiser added.

Many of the women had
been asked to serve as area
vice chairwomen. Most ar-
rived Wednesday night and
got r at a get-ac-
quainted party following
registration,

The Conference proper be-
gan Thursday morning with
Trudy Haynes. News Re-
porter from KYW-TV. Phila-

ecutive. Whitney Young. and

nority women to the mid-
dle-aged.”

She added. “The of
the Federal Government is
important in creating
more 0p p

help
business failures."”

Feeling that the first
phase of a “new thrust” to
bring more black and other
minority women into the
economic mainstream as

entrepreneurs had  begun,
Mrs. Peterson commented,
following  the

conference:
“We set out to raise ques-
tions, to surface problems
facing women entering busi-
ness and I beleive we have
done that.”

“For the first time, in fact,
some 500 American women
— many in business, many
seeking to enter the busi-
ness world — spent two full

task in the future is to be-
gin in a systematic way to
seek solutions to those prob-
lems.”

There were so many
speakers during the two-day

Mrs. Polly Gallardo, con-
ference representative for
Spanish speaking and Indian

women in the Southwest
stated: “There are com-
mon problems that con-

front all women in business.

And I think we all need to
unite and work more close-
ly together in order to real-
ly achieve the benefits that
I think are possible.”
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For His Honor...
Chu Mu-chih, I
People’s R

Chinese and blacks communicate

By ETHEL L. PAYNE

The Chinese journalists wound up their
four-day visit to Chicago loaded with facts
and figures on beef raising and auto
manufacturing, but short of their desire to
meet more U S. blacks on a one-to-one basis.

From the questions they asked at lunch
last Monday at the Johnson Publishing
Company, it was clear that closer affinity
with blacks throughout the Third World is an
avowed objective of the Peoples’ Republic of
China. Running behind in their schedule and
feeling the fatigue of their journey, the
visitors reluctantly consented to the can-
cellation of an inspection of an apartment in
the Robert Taylor homes, a local public
housing project

State Department security men traveling
with the party objected to the *house call”
on the grounds that they would not be able to
handle the situation if an incident were to
oceur. So, the Chinese settled for a question
period with a small group of residents held
in the offices of the project. T
great interest in the relationship bet
tenants’ income and the rent paid, which
varies according to the number of persons in
the family and other factors

Heads up...

der of the delegation of 21 journalis

At lunch, Chu Mu-Chih, director of the
Shinhua News Agency and leader of the
delegation of 21 journalists and staff mem-
bers, probed with searching questions on the
influence of Martin Luther King, Jr., and
quoted Chairman Mao, saying, *“We will dig
tunnels deep, conserve brain power and
never seek hegemony.” (Meaning that China
will not be aggressive, but at the same time
will defend its own interests.)

Li Poti, deputy editor-in-chief of ““China
Reconstructs™ and one of the two women
deputy leaders of the delegation, was
fascinated with what Mrs. Arnita Young
Boswell had to say on the role of black
women. She told the journalist that until
black men are liberated, the black family
will not be free. “‘We are walking beside our
men, not behind them, not in front of them,
but with them,” said Mrs. Boswell. After-
wards, Miss Li said, “She speaks exactly
what we Chinese women think. That is the
way we are building our society—as par-
tners, not competitors.”

Asked what she would like to see more of
on her American tour, Miss Li replied
promptly, “We would like to meet more
American workers and their families.”

The Museum of Science and Industry was toured by the Chinese jornalists.
The periscope of the German submarine captured the eye of the visitor

pictured here.

from the shown here being held by the mayor and John H. Sengstacke,
of China that is touring the United States, publisher of the Daily Defender.
yor Daley with a Chinese tapestry, which is

Welcome...

The 21-member delegation of Chinese journalists were greeted, upon their
arrival in Chicago, by John H. Sengstacke, publisher the Daily
Defender. Lengthy exchanges of information took pl between the
jornalists and editorial members of the Daily Defender staff during the
four-day Chicago visit.

At Robert Taylor...

A tour of the Robert R. Taylor Homes and interviews with some residents were included in the full days of events for the
Chinese jornalists.

An exchange...

An exchange of presents and pleasantries was shared by Chu
Mu-chih (center, right) and Daily Defender Publisher Ja
Sengstacke (left). Mu-chih, director of the Shinhua News

ting delegation, asked many
ng, Jr.

Agency and head of the vis
questions of his hosts about Dr. Martin Luthe:
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Regional news
Deaths

Lincoln Foundation celebrates

15 years of civil-rights work

By BETTY WINSTON BAYE
Courier-Journal Staff Writer

Arnita Young Boswell, daughter of
the late Kentucky educator Whitney
M. Young Sr., recalled the time
many years ago when she and other
members of the Kentucky State Uni-
versity choir walked out on a per-
formance they were scheduled to
give as part of the Kentucky Derby
festivities at the old Brown Hotel in
Louisville.

Mrs. Boswell, who is the sister of
the late Whitney M. Young Jr., one of
America’s most respected civil-
rights leaders, was the keynote
speaker at The Lincoln Foundation’s
75th-anniversary banquet at Master-
son’s restaurant last night.

She told the 350 people in atten-
dance that members of the all-black
choir walked out on their perform-
ance after being asked to come in
through the hotel’s back door and to
wear aprons and bandanas while
they sang.

Mrs. Boswell, a Chicago resident,
now has earned an international
reputation for her involvement in
civil rights, women's rights and so-
cial work. She spoke of the choir in-
cident as a reminder of Kentucky's
segregated past.

She said the state has come a long
way in race relations, but still has a

long way to go. That is why, Mrs.
Boswell said, the Lincoln Foundation
is as important to Kentucky’s future
as it was to its past.

“As difficult as it may be, we must
keep ourselves and others aware of
the major issues that face this coun-
try,” she said.

The Lincoln Foundation was estab-
lished in 1910 to manage the assets
of the Lincoln Institute, a school for
blacks created by the Berea College
trustees after the state legislature
outlawed integrated education in
1904. For the 39 previous years,
blacks and whites had attended
school together at Berea.

For more than 40 years, Whitney

* Young Sr. was president of the insti-

tute. Mrs. Boswell said last night that
her father impressed on his children
that the destinies of blacks and
whites “are tied into each other’s,
and we cannot walk alone.”

The Lincoln Institute graduated its
last class in 1966. It closed as a result
of the 1954 Supreme Court decision
that outlawed “separate but equal”
education for blacks and whites.

Former state Rep. Mae Street
Kidd, who is president of the founda-
tion’s board, also talked about the
importance of the Lincoln Founda-
tion last night. She said the purposes
of the 75th-anniversary festivities,

which began earlier this month, are
to celebrate and also to raise money
for the program.

The Lincoln Foundation has con-
tinued to serve intellectually gifted
but economically disadvantaged stu-
dents. Today, the foundation, which
is based in Louisville, administers
several scholarships and programs
designed to enrich educational op-
portunities for minorities in fields in-
cluding math, science and business.

Jacques David, president of the
student body at St. Xavier High
School, says he benefited from the
Lincoln Foundation's programs. He
said last night that he has had invalu-
able experiences during the three
summers he has studied microbiolo-
gy in the foundation’s program at the
University of Louisville medical
school.

“The Lincoln Foundation means
opportunity,” he said.

Sam Robinson, the foundation's di-
rector, said there is “‘a new sense of
urgency” in ensuring that minority
students have equal opportunities to
excel.

“The foundation has to address
these issues in terms of the type of
programs that we develop and de-
sign,” he said. “We are celebrating
our past, and looking seriously to-
ward the future.”

MEIRO
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Chicago Tribune, Sunday, April 7, 1991

Movement needs to bolster
membership, activist says

The women’s movement in Chicago
needs younger members and more
women in public office.

That was the message delivered by
Armnita Young-Boswell, a longtime civil
rights activist and founder of Chicago’s
League of Black Women, to leaders of
area women'’s groups at a Women’s
Solidarity Reception organized by the
Chicago Commission on Human
Relations’ Advisory Council on
Women.

“This movement for women in
Chicago involves the same women it
has always had,” said Young-Boswell,
the event’s keynote speaker. “We need
to bring young women into this
movement. Last week, I was the first
woman to speak to the Chicago
Commission on Human Relations.
When I hear things like that, 1 realize
we are much further behind now than
we were in the 1960s.”

Young-Boswell, 70, also called for the
women present to lobby for adding
more women’s history to educational
curriculums.

The late March reception, held in the
Chicago Public Library Cultural Center,
was attended by about 250 women
representing more than a dozen area
groups, including Women Employed,
Chicago Women’s Health Center, Cook
County Democratic Women, the Sexual
Assault Services Network, Native
American and African-American
women’s groups, the Illinois Women'’s
Agenda and Chicago Women in Trades.

IV
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About 250 gathered in the Cultural
Center's Preston Bradley Hall.

Tribune photos by Cafl Wagner

Arnita Young-Boswell (left) with friend Sandra Miranda at the reception.

The Advisory Council on Women has
replaced the Commission on Women as
the voice for women’s groups in city
government. Its new executive director,
Judith Kohler, said the reception was
held to recognize the contributions of
area women'’s groups and bring their
members together, as well as to mark
Women’s History Month.

Kohler, 48, formerly worked with the
Illinois Commission on the Status of
Women. She took the new post in
February, replacing Carol Ronen, now
deputy director of Mayor Richard

Daley’s re-election campaign.

The Advisory Council on Women has
19 members, appointed by the mayor.
Its four committees—on economic
development, health and human
services, community relations and
violence against women—are open to
interested public members. The
committees monitor issues and provides
information to city officials through the
women’s council and then the Human
Relations Commission.

Kohler said the advisory council is a

channel through which area women'’s
groups can communicate with city
government. She said the council will
continue to promote women in non-
traditional city jobs, as had the
Commission on Women.

One of the more ambitious new
projects on its drawing board is creating
a model workplace environment at a
city agency that would experiment with
flexible hours, parental leave and on-site
training against sexual harassment,

Kohl d.
e Nina Burleigh



