By Suzanne Haig

CHICAGO—The AFL-CIO, United
Auto Workers, and the Teamsters have
all endorsed the Equal Rights Amend-
ment as a statement of commitment to
the principle of equality that working
people need to eliminate employment
discrimination against women. The
ERA is a union bread-and-butter issue.
We need numbers on our side. With the
weight of the labor movement behind
us, we can win. That’s why we need
you. Come to Springfield. For your
union. For ERA. For vyourself!

So reads the leaflet issued by the
Coalition of Labor Union Women in an
effort to enlist trade-union support for
the May 16 national ERA rally in
Illinois.

CLUW has opened an office in
Chicago, in the same suite as the
LNational Organization for Women, to

coordinate the work of building union
participation in the rally.

In addition to the labor leaflet, the
CLUW office has other materials
available to local unions: buttons, a
transportation information sheet for
unionists going to Springfield from
Chicago, and a sample letter urging
union locals, and officials to support
the rally

This letter points to the recent
statement by AFL-CIO President
George Meany. “Passage of the Equal
Rights Amendment ... must be a
priority matter to the entire trade-
union movement,” Meany said.

CLUW is suggesting that unionists:

® (Get their unions to support May
16.

¢ Put out a mailing to union mem-
bers urging them to come to the rally.

e Have their union make signs and

“CLUW helps mobilize unionists for ERA rally |

banners for their delegation at the
march.

* Contribute funds to CLUW to help
with costs for printing, staff, and office
supplies. (Checks should be made out
to ERA Mobilization Fund.)

® Organize transportation for union
members through the union newsletter.
Darlene Kemmerer, who is coordinat-

ing transportation in Illinois, told the

Militant that unions on the East Coast
and in Chicago should encourage their
members to go on the Freedom Trains
being organized from these areas.

To get the union outreach campaign
moving in Chicago, CLUW members
held a meeting here on April 3. On
hand were representatives of the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers; American
Federation of State,County and Munic-
ipal Employees; Brotherhood of Rail-
road and Airline Clerks; United Auto
Workers; Hotel and Restaurant Work-

ers; American Postal Workers; United
Electrical Workers; and American
Federation of Government Employees.

Union ERA activities are stepping
up in other cities as well. In Detroit,
the Wayne County chapter of CLUW is
organizing a meeting to publicize the
labor movement’s commitment to ERA
ratification. The event, which will
feature key leaders of the Detroit labor
movement, will be a powerful answer
to current efforts to rescind Michigan’s
1972 ratification of the ERA. The
CLUW chapter is also encouraging its
members to participate in the May 16
national rally.

Unionists from across the country
can find out more information about
the national demonstration and order
materials by contacting: CLUW-ERA,
5 5. Wabash, Suite 1614, Chicago,
Illinois 60603. Telephone (312) 236-
8148.

.




Thompson, Bakalis argue finances in first TV debate,

CHICAGO (AP) — Seizing the
banner of beleaguered local proper-
ty taxpayers, Gov. James R. Thomp-
son and Democratic challenger Mi-
chael J. Bakalis both have emerged
satisfied with their first face-to-face

debate before a television audience.

" Renewing a myriad of early cam-
paign charges, Thompson sought
Tuesday night to characterize Baka-
lis an outrageous spendthrift, who is
backing to add up to $225
million to the state’s proposed fiscal
1979 budget.

IN TURN, Bakalis described
Thompson’s budget as full of *‘gim-
and broken " and

statewide, accused Thompson of
creating a “budget without a heart”
that increases state debt and shifts
the costs of running schools and gov-

ernment increasingly to local
taxpayers.

ompson said that averaged out,
Bakalis’ plan would provide only $17
rebates to some 2.5 million Illinois
households and would create a
whole new, money-wasting bureau-
cracy in Springfield.

“It would not bring $17 back to

Lot citdok. . resguod B
or senior citizens...” Ba-
kalis, as he scored the governor for
describing the state’s property tax
burdens as about average compared
with other states.

Both candidates told newsmen af-
terwards they were satisfied with
the debate. Neither claimed a win.

Bakalis scored Thompson twice

for not taking responsibility for the
recommendations or inactions of gu-

bernatorial commissions. But
also hammered away at

for proposing tax rebates

costing millions at the same time he
is seeking costly new programs—a
tactic often used by opponents of

incumbents.

THOMPSON SAID he appointed a
special gambling .study commission
partly at the request of Chicago
Mayor Michael A. Bilandic and that
he was not responsible for the fact
that the panel recommended the
state operate off-track betting
parlors.

The governor has declined to en-
dorse or oppose the
recommendation.

“It wasn't my commission,” said
Thompson. “I set up the commis-
sion at the request of municipal offi-
cials around the state, but principal-
ly at the request of the mayor of
Chicago.”

Thompson defended his fence-sit-
ting on the recommendation for
state-run, off-track betting ‘opera-
tions. He said one question holding
up his decision on whether to en-
dorse OTB is what the Illinois Su-

reme Court will determine on the
r;gnmy of private - off-track, - bet.

services.

If the private firms are ruled con-
stitutional, it could invalidate the fa-
vorable findings of the study panel,
Thompson said, because they would
be draining off bet revenues from
the state and track owners.

BAKALIS SAID he had no philo-
sophical feelings about OTB one
way or the other, despite Thomp-
son’s assertion that the Democratic
state comptroller “‘endorsed OTB
without even knowing what the bill
looked like.”

At another point, Thompson said
he was not responsible for the fact
that a Cost Control Task Force he
appointed failed to complete a re-
port by an April 15 deadline the gov-
ernor If set.

Just before the debate at8
p.m., President Carter sent A
a fellow Democrat, a telegram of
suppport. I believe your opportuni-
ty tonight to be as great as mine was
in 1976, the telegram read in part.

A group of 20 pro-Equal Rights
‘Amendment pickets greeted both
candidates as they arrived at the stu-
dios of public television station
WTTW for the telecast. The pickets
shouted “‘ratify ERA” but did not
come in contact with either Bakalis
or Thompson.

“We're going to continue to hold
them to task for failing to deliver
votes on the ERA," said Darlene M.
Kemmerer, Chicago chapter presi-
dent of the National tion
for Women and leader of the
pickets.

ed: “No one can look four years
ahead.”

Thompson defended the more
limited rebate proposals he is
backing. ;

“It doesn't make any sense to me
to give tax relief out of one pocket if
we have to pay for it out of another
pocket,” the governor said.

THE ONE-HOUR debate
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§5% Chicagoans expanding the'bonds of family

Large family: Kinnerks

'WITH THE EMPHASIS on zero population and harsh,
economic realities, large families are declining in popu-
larity — but not among those who have them.

“I get encouragement from my family,” says Phyllls

» mother.' dn)dmyrumuy age from 9to
20, all llvlu at home in the family's four-] bedroom house
in’ Chicago Lawn. “I work full time, but we consider
ourselves a traditional family. Our work hours have
changed, not our values. I don't know where I'd gat the
support my husband and children give me. I go home
mjunlonllxbulmbenne wed. People laugh when L
say that. ‘Relax in that zoo?’ But it's true."

John and Phyllis Kinnerk were high school

sweethearts. They've been married for 23 years and are
active in community and church work. An olecu'lchn.

John was in construction until 1972, When he switched

jobs, Phyllis went to work full time to help out. And
when Phyllis wanted to complete her college degree at
St. Xavier College, her whole family pltched in to help
her. “When I finally was graduated,” Phyllis says,
hughlng "Jnhn gave a huge catered affair with an’
orchestra,”

The Kinnerks are supportive, but John is pessimistic
about other families, “They're getting the hell beat out
of them,” he says. “People are going in different

directions. There's a lot of selfishness. I love my family.
Of

k 50 I hnd and work "
e A gl bkt Prytsand o Knne and thk chidren Kevln. Peggy e, Ban, Eicen,

all the overtime I can, too? There'd be
beating my brains out, wmultl there?”

nny, an

Kin: The Ramseurs:

¥ RAMSEUR, 19, lives with his ster, Be
hm 33, and ber , Rachel, 12, on the W
‘Side of Chicago. mmmimib:‘mr:u

nor Beatrice had planned to live this
olunlrmm.herlulArunndlM
relocation of their father to lnother state

changed all that, “My mother began to fail in heaith, so |

1 came home from college to be with her,” Jerry says.
"lly sister was at (Unlvermy o( Illinois) Circle
Campus, and she dropped out, too."

Jerry, a former high school football star and outstand-
ing student, had a lcholmhnp to the University of North
Carolina. But after the death of his mother, he decided
ot to return. Instead, he ujohluchlc.gobnnkw
unt. allowing his sister to
mmmﬂ yg'r‘, college, A“;";e v:u}lved in
house all our lives,” Je: . rtant,
thing is to stay together.” ik 5

“We really haven't gotten over our mother’s death,”

Beatrice says. “It's 8o nice having Jerry around,
Friends Siacn of

are OK, but nothing takes the place of family.”

In January, Jerry enrolled at Circle Campus, where

e will major in business economics and work part time.

Beatrice is lmklnﬁo; a full-time job and will return to
college in Septem!

“I'm young,” Jerry says. “I have plenty of time,

We're a nice little , Iy sister,
n e family, my ', Iy niege, and I,

il

Jerr¥1 Ramseur with sister Beatrice and her daughter
‘Rachel, . .

i
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“I ENJOY SEEING my daughter sur-
rounded by relatives who love her,” says
Jeannine Riotto, a teacher. Jeannine, her
‘husband, Joseph. a banker, and their
infant dnughur, Raffaglla, live in a sec-
ond-floor apartment in a two-flat on West
Montrose Avenue. The building is
by Joseph's parents, Charles le.o 62,a
.church sexton, and his wife, Glusepplnl,
a seamstress, who live on the first floor.
Joseph's sister and her family, P)lv].lhlnd
Giorgio Romansckyi; and Jeannine's par-
ents, Rose and Ted Hucklmbmlch live
nearby and are a part of the close-knit clan,

‘With three generations living under one
roof and scores of nearby relatives, the
Riottos are an extended family, It is
estimated there are some 1,093,000 fami-

lies in the United States with grandpa-

rents present — but the number has been
| decreasing at each count.

“It's important for the family to stay
together, to have a strong family, to raise
the children right,” says Charles Riotto,
‘who came to this country from Sicily and

{ worked in the Pennsylvania coal mines
i l‘;:ou umlng in Chiugn. “My family is

' Junnlne Riotto says she and her hus-
* band chose their vln; arrangements for
. financial reasons, to “get a good start in

Extended family: The Riottos

life.” Any yrluq M

far outweighed by

extended family, says Junnine

raised with an “nverwlulmlu" sense nl

family, “My mother and father are re-

tlred u they blbyﬁlt lur me,” she says.
'd do without my

ject, I had long
my mnernll grandmother, Filomena
emigrated from Salerno,
Italy, l!th‘!leoiﬂ.whohldlﬂtle
formal education but raised

e e
«cl a Y
ter will know all these

Jelnnlns.vhormﬂynrndhzdoe-
torate in education,

andnllwe‘dhlvetodoisheamlndeuk"
Joseph Riotto feels 'lludwiobelble
to live with his parents and his family
under one roof. “Xt'uunlqlu l‘enllu "ln
says, "Amdone Italian families tend
group together

Giuse plnn Riotto (center), Joseph Riotto with daughter Raﬂaella,
Snnd ing are Charles Riotto (from left), Phyllis and Giorgio

il Homosexual couple

HOMOSEXUAL COUPLES
i ‘with long-term al-

‘The couple is active in the

80 are family. Because of fears

of losing jobs and social ostra-

, cism, many gay people are hesi-

! tant about ‘“going public.” But

not all.

' Darlene Kemmerer, 33, a pro-
duction coordinator for a film
compal is a lesbian with

ngfmu ties. She and her

lover, a financial planner, have Our

been together for two years.
“We are a family and our core

extends to friends we both have isted

today, friendships that go back

in time,” says Kemmerer. “We
are least intimate with our own
blood relatives, not because we
don't feel ‘great affection, but
because we are not acceptable
as a couple.”

Kemmerer’s mate is not com-
fortable about being ‘inter-
viewed. “‘There are different
roles people play in making so-
cial change,” says Kemmerer.
“‘And people have different ways
of doing it.”

‘women's bllanlt for
friends’ children, and have
growing friendships the
children. “We camp, ski, plly
tennis,” says Kemmerer. “But
our greatest joy as a hmﬂy is'
having dinner with friends and
with other lesbian couples. We
entertain all the tlma Our
friends are always welcome.
friendships and family go
beyond Chlcm to other states.”
The nuclear family hasn't ex-
except as I myth, Kem-
merer believes. “My fai is
bonded by stronl emoﬂnnll
aulchn:;'n s ‘and

no matter what you give in the
wny of financial and emotional
assistance, the good times lnd
hlrd times, you alio celebrat
the joy of mﬂng living lyuce.
““The way I live means home,
the kind of place I go in, lhut
the door, time is suspended,
wr;:n lb?n be whatever I am

Adoptive: The Days

“THE MOST IMPORTANT
thing in life is making a family,”
says Joy Day, 33. That's why
she and her husband, Chnrles,
35, a computer division man-
ager, decided to adopt a baby.

Charles “Chip” Day Jr., age 2,

4 was -dopted when he was 20

“We didn’t care if we got a
boy or a girl, ” says Joy, a
suburban housewife. “We
wanted a baby. We're so proud
of Chip. The foster care he got
before he came to us was excel-
lent, They took pictures of him,
even saved locks of his hair so
we would have them. We're
grateful for the good start they

gave our son.

Joy and her husband, who
have been married for 10 years,
tried to have children for a long

cided to concentrate on having a
bnh 50 1 stopped working,” she

“But it wasn't working out.
We still weren’t having children.
‘We were really sad, really de-

i

pressed. In.the blck of our
nminds,

was ado

Joy went to the llbﬂry lnd
researched adoption from
points of view. Then she and ber
husband went to the Children's
Home and Aid Society of Illinois.
‘They }vare wonderful in every
way,” Joy says. “We
and our hmmy' ke

‘When Chip's daddy starts talk-
ing about his son, he glows vuth
enthusiasm, *‘Chip
hancement to nur hmlly a3
Charles says, * ns our
growth, our lovn, and develop-
ment, I come from a big fnmlly
and I travel a lot to see them.”

Bein, nts means sharing
new emotions, Charles says.
“I've enjoyed being married and
now, there's another added
1 call before I leave the office if
1 might be late so Joy will keep
him awake so I can see

““I still hold Chip and rock him
to sleep and sing a lullaby,”
2!:;[9! adds. ‘‘Chip doeln‘t
o o really bt

Charlae and Jov Dav with Charlas .lr,

Louis and Laura Sudler and her dauf mm Jennifer, and
Nathalle, and their son Zacharian, - e

.

Blended: The Sudlers

‘WHEN LAURA AMES and Louls C. Sudler Jr.
were married, she. had three children from a
previous lrrhga and he had four. Today, they
‘have a “blended” family of eight: his, hers, and

Louis, 49, executive vice president of a real
estate firm, and Laura, 40, a real estate broker,
‘were married in 1969, “At lhe time, I didn’t have
‘custody of my children,” Louis says. ““There were
Laura and me and her klda and we did everything,
mg:ther Then, my chlldren came to live with us.

And then we had a child. A! one time, we
eight children living with us.”

“Often,” Laura says, “it was like running a
small camp. It's a now with only three or
“five at a time, It was It at first when we had
all the children at once — a combination of our
being a new family and the problems of growing
up.in the '50s and '60s. But there are lots of joys *
and lots of fun. We take trips together, and seven
of the children spent last summer with us in
Greece.” J

Thie children are: “hll"—Susln. 24, David, 22,
Dieter, 21, and John, 18; ¢ — Jennifer Ames,
u lelln ‘Ames, 16, and Nathalie Amel, 13; and

Zachariah Sudler, 9.

‘The North Shore hmﬂy tries to do everythlng

. “Families work when everyone part
pates,” Louis says. “My kids had trouble settling
down and letepﬁngullllllmﬂy.ltwlshard It

Laura believes in tradition and lh‘ong disclpline.
“It helpl set up the next generation,” she says.
s e e B e

re acl as
ml‘tql delightful.”

became lhome "]

Foster family: Schlqifers

“I LOVE KIDS SO much,” ny-
Schleﬂer, a Western Sprlnp hm er. "Wa
have tw , and
Llurl, lJ. 1 enuldn't bnr lt when 1 wn wld 1
couldn’t have any more of my own. We couldn’t
afford to adopt, so we became foster parents.”

In the last nine years, lncy-ndherhushlnd
F.G. Schleifer, a respiratory therapist, have had
14 foster children, Stacy, 1, and Billy, 4, have llved
with the family since Stacy has cerel
plla}'. is blind, lndhhmhlm:m i "A!l.

those things are wrong ' tem.

Nancy says. “He’s a precious little He knows
wmuvehlndmpndlwmt.l‘dhuwﬂw
Nm up '.o l!l institution.”

G and Nancy Schieifer with their chlldren Mam (mandlng left) and
Laura and fostér children Stacy (left) and B

Community of nuns

PROVINCIAL HOUSE, 2047 W, Fargo Av., s a thtee.
story building owned by the Order of the Sacred Heart.
Six nuns, administrators for the order, live in it. They
are a family, part of the 13 per cent of Americans who
live apart from traditional familial bonds, such as
priests, boarding house and nursing home residents, and
members of communes.and collectives.

The six — Sally Brennan, Rosemary Dewey, Marina
Hernandez, Rosemary Bearss, Anne Wente, and Mary
Bernstein — take turns cooking and cleaning, and they
have a common budget and purse. They work together
and they pray together?

“Our living here together is similar to married
couples,” says Sister Rosemary Dewey. “We do have
our own families, yet we are also committed to the
group. My family here means love and support, The
greatest bond in the world is belonging to the same
religious order.”

‘Traditional families are valued by the women. “When
you enter a religious order,” says Sister Rosemary
Dewey, “you realize you will not have a husband or
children. It would be sad if that weren't something you
would miss or long for. But, having made that decision,
you adjust to it.”

Sister Sally Brennan, a high school principal, has
lived at Provincial for three years. “This is my first
family,” she says. “I love it. These are the people who
know me, tmt me, challenge me, This is where my
life’s blood is.”

To Sister Rosemary Bearss, family means a lot. “We
enter into each other’s lives in deep struggle,” she says.
“We share a common mission, a cause, a plice we can
ull au:h other to when things get ro

Hernandez has no living relatives; “I
lwa it hare," she says. “It’s ‘an easy kind of sharing the |
ips and downs of our daily lives, A sense of being loved

- tbat' 's family.”

¢
1\
.

Sisters Rosemary Bearss (clockwise frorn top), Mary
Bernstein, Sally Brannan, Rosemary Dewey, and
Marina Hernandez.

Single: Goldstein
Continued from page 1

suburbs, lives. alm “by choice.” Some 21 per centof U.S.
housel rson, but living alone does not

8 holds are
‘mean a lack of close k‘amuy connections.

Goldstein, who has never been married, Is a devoted
brother, uncle, and cousin. He shows up, laden with
gifts, for blnhdays, holidays, and special occasions. He
takes his neices, nephews, and young .cousins out for
treats and does “family” things with them. One of his
brothers lives in Albuquerque, N.M.; the other in Sac-
ramento, Cal:

“I see my brothers sevéral times a year,” he says.
“Families are mt necessarily those in proximity nor
under one roof. My brothers, my Chlcngo cousins — I
love them all. WA have strong ties.

- GOLDSTEIN SAYS he “put down roots” when he got
in 1973. “I could have practiced

edicine in Germlnyand England, but I didn’t want to.
You can't keep running. If you do, you're only running
from

Most of hls friends are married. “I like being with
them and their kids,” Goldstein says. “I'm not worried
about being alone.”

Work (he practices in Libertyville) is not his total
absorption, he says. “I'm a serious grapher, I
make rugs, and I have a busy social life.” Of the hmr,
he says: “It's pretty rough in the suburbs hecnu
single women are mostly divorced with kids."

Considering the people he could have married, he's
better off single, Goldstein says, but adds: “1 would ke
to get married and havelfnmlly lthinkkldxmuu
greatest thing going.”
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NOW hosts Kemmerer

Kem Kemmerer, the former resi
dent of Chicago Chapter of the Na-
tional Organization for Women and a
vice president of Illinois State NOW,
will be the guest speaker at the Sept.
9 meeting of the DuPage East
chapter of NOW.

Kemmerer will discuss the
political and social implications of
‘““Lesbian Rights and Lesbians as a

- Feminist Issue.’’ The meeting is open

T e

to the public and will start at 7:30
p.m. The group meets at Community

~ of Christ the Servant-Church.

Kemmerer. who has served in
many capacities in the state NOW
organization. is currently the chair of
the Lesbian Rights Committee and
has been talking with many NOW
chapters around the Chicago area on
the subject.

N

-Charmine Hantsch, president. will
also make a report on the National

NOW Conference that will be held in .

Washington D.C., Oct. 9-12 and an-
nounce the five delegates elected by
the board to attend and represent the
chapter and the membership.

The DuPage East chapter. com-

of women and men f[rom
DuPage County and the northern and
western areas of Cook. Will and Kane
counties, meets at 7:30 p.m. on the
second Wednesday of every month at
Community of Christ the Servant
Church. across from the Yorktown
Shopping Center.

The public is invited to- all
meetings. For more informatiorf‘con-
tact Eugene E. Parvin, public affairs
chair, 258 E. Church St.. Elmhurst,
or call 833-7012.
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