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Nancy S. Erickson (J.D. Brooklyn Law School, LL.M. Yale Law School, M.A. Forensic
Psychology John Jay College of Criminal Justice) is an attorney in private practice who acts as a
consultant to attorneys and mental health professionals on issues relating to law and psychology,
particularly child custody evaluations, domestic violence, and the application of the Americans
with Disabilities Act to litigants with hidden disabilities who need accommodations in court,
such as domestic abuse survivors with PTSD. nancyserickson(@gmail.com.

For over ten years, she was a professor of law, teaching Family Law, Sex Discrimination Law,
Constitutional Law, Women’s Legal History and other subjects at New York Law School,
Cornell Law School, Ohio State U. College of Law, New York University, and Seton Hall Law
School. For eight years she was a Senior Attorney at Legal Services for New York City,
Brooklyn Branch, representing low income clients — primarily battered women — in divorce and
other family cases. She has also been an attorney for the City of New York, a Legal Services
attorney with the National Center on Women and Family Law (a federal Legal Services “back-
up” program, no longer in existence due to funding cuts), and an attorney with two law firms.
She has been honored for her pro bono work by the Brooklyn Bar Association and Network for
Women'’s Services (now called Her Justice) and has lectured to judges, attorneys, psychologists,
battered women, and other audiences.

She has written books and articles on family law, including domestic violence, child support,
custody, marital property, attorneys for children, custody evaluations, and adoption. She is
currently researching and writing on custody issues, especially custody evaluations, the use in
custody courts by domestic violence perpetrators and their allies of bogus psychological theories
such as Parental Alienation Syndrome, and custody cases involving LGBT parents and parents
who are domestic abuse survivors.

Nancy Erickson’s forensic psychology master’s degree thesis was published in the ABA family
law journal: Use of the MMPI-2 in Child Custody Evaluations Involving Battered Women:
What Does Psychological Research Tell Us? 39 Family Law Quarterly 87 (Spring, 2005).

Her comprehensive article on parental alienation is Fighting False Allegations of Parental
Alienation Raised as Defenses to Valid Claims of Abuse, 6 Family and Intimate Partner
Violence Quarterly 35 (2013).

Her most recent article is Custody Battles Brought by Abusers Who Are Not Legal Parents of the
Children: How Has Brooke S.B. Changed the Rules? 10 Family and Intimate Partner Violence
Quarterly 7-35 (No. 3, Winter 2018).

She has been a member of the New York City chapter of NOW since 1969 and has been active in
many other organizations working to improve the world for women and children.

Nancy Erickson has two wonderful daughters. One is the only teacher in a native Alaskan
(Yup’ik) village and lives there with her young daughter. The other is a psychiatrist in New
York City specializing in LGBTQ issues.



My Activism

The question posed to me is “What is the most important thing historians
should know about my activism?”

Although I strongly believe that feminists must be involved on the level of
feminist theory, I have always been concerned about and have always advocated
for “ordinary” women — not just superstars and those who could break through the
glass ceilings. I agree with Flo Kennedy that the ass-by-ass process of getting the
rear ends of individual women out of the “wringer” is tiring and frustrating;
however, all of us have to do it. We cannot sit in our towers — ivory or otherwise —
while individual women’s lives are destroyed. Family law is one area in which
there is not enough work to help each individual woman, especially battered
women who are trying to protect their children.

Also, we must not stand back from holding high profile feminists, such as
Robin Morgan and Gloria Steinem, accountable for their misdeeds. We must not
allow them to be protected just because they are media favorites.

Nancy S. Erickson September 2018
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LECTURES, TRAININGS (Selections of presentations)

Judicial Training for New York City Family Court Custody/Visitation/Domestic
Violence Judges, September 26, 2006, at the State Judicial Institute, White Plains, NY.

Judicial Training, May, 2006, for Judges in the 9" Judicial District, at the State Judicial
Institute, White Plains, NY

Presentation on “The Real Costs of Court Appointees,” 2009 IVAT Conference (Institute
on Violence, Abuse and Trauma), September 26, 2009, San Diego, CA.



Other recent lectures and trainings include presentations to attorneys at the F amily Law
Task Force of Legal Services for New York City (LSNY); the Lawyers Committee
Against Domestic Violence; law students at CUNY Law School and Brooklyn Law
School; Statewide Legal Services DV Task Force; the Battered Mothers Custody
Conference, and psychology students at John Jay College of Criminal Justice.

MEMBERSHIPS

American Bar Association

New York State Bar Association

Lawyers Committee Against Domestic Violence (NYC)

Women's Bar Association

American Psychological Association

New York State Psychological Association (NYSPA)

Forensic Division, NYSPA (2009 Chair and 2010 Co-Chair, Child Custody
Subcommittee),

The Leadership Council on Child Abuse and Interpersonal Violence (Advisory Board
Member).



Nancy S. Erickson, (1945- ) a feminist lawyer and legal educator, became a member of
New York City NOW in 1969 and its treasurer in 1970. She was also a member of the
NOW-NYC Education Committee headed by Kate Millett, and of the Legislative and
Pollitical Committee headed by Charlene Suneson. She worked with Ann Wallace of
NOW and a coalition of organizations to achieve the passage of the ERA.

In 1973 she graduated from Brooklyn Law School, where she was cofounder of the first
women law students association, Legal Action for Women (LAW). She wrote an article
for the Brooklyn Law Review in 1971 on Phillips v Martin Marietta which, argued in
December 1970, was the first U.S. Supreme Court case concerning sex discrimination
brought under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and which established the
principle that “sex plus” discrimination, such as discrimination against women who are
mothers, is sex discrimination and prohibited under Title VII. She was the first woman to
be editor-in-chief of the BLS law review (1972-1973).

She was a volunteer attorney at the Women’s Law Center in NYC, founded by attorney
(then judge) Emily Jane Goodman, from 1973 (while studying for the NY State Bar
exam) to 1975. There she answered calls from women with legal questions and wrote
fact sheets for women on legal issues such as women’s names, family law, and credit, and
A Woman's Guide to Marriage and Divorce in New York (1974). Most callers to the
WLC had family law problems, so she decided family law was the most important area of
law for women.

While a law firm associate in 1973-74, Erickson also provided free legal assistance to
New York Women Against Rape, and other non-profit women’s organizations. As a
NYC law professor from 1975 to 1980, she co-founded Metropolitan Women Law
Teachers Association, of which Ruth Bader Ginsburg was a member; chaired (1976-
1977) the Association of American Law Schools Section on Women in Legal Education;
co-founded the Society for the Study of Women in Legal History, and was one of the first
law professors to teach Women and the Law, using Professor (later Justice) Ginsburg’s
first casebook on the subject. She taught that course at New York Law School and at
Cornell Law School (1975-1980) and later at Ohio State University College of Law and
Seton Hall Law School in NJ. She was a volunteer attorney during the 1970’s for ACLU,
writing briefs in sex discrimination cases, including Ludtke v Kuhn, in which women
reporters sued to be able to interview male athletes after baseball games. She later wrote
or assisted on the writing of briefs to the United States Supreme Court and the New York
Court of Appeals on family law topics. After teaching, she practiced family law in New
York from 1977 to the present.

In addition to her law degree from Brooklyn Law School (1973), Erickson earned an
LL.M. from Yale Law School (1979) and a Masters degree in Forensic Psychology from
John Jay College of Criminal Justice (2005). Her thesis, which demonstrated how the
most commonly used personality test often misdiagnoses battered women, was published
in an American Bar Association journal. She has written over 50 publications on family
law, including domestic violence, child support, custody, marital property, attorneys for
children, custody evaluations, LGBT family law issues, and adoption.



