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Working With Tribal 
Nations in Arizona 



Arizona’s Sovereign Nations 

21 Federally recognized Indian tribes including 
Navajo Nation, the largest in the country with 
250,000 members 

Kikapoo Band(Oklahoma) located in Douglas at 
U.S.-Mexico border 

 



Rural Health Office Relationships 
Through the Flex Program 

Hopi Tribe 

Navajo Nation 

Gila River Indian Community 

White Mountain Apache Tribe 

San Carlos Apache Tribe 

Colorado River Indian Tribes 

Cocopah and Quechan Tribes 

 

 



Relationships through the College of Public Health 

Placing Native American students in internships 

Training Native American students in rural health 
policy and practice 



Tohono O’odham Nation 

A historical project funded through the National 
Rural Health Association to the Arizona Rural 
Health Office 



A special story about how a small 

group of people can make a 

differenceé 



The Story 

How it started (Rosemary McKenzie in Arizona) 

The Tohono O’Odham Nation 

The extensive number of deaths of the Nation’s 
members due to automobile crashes 

The roadside deaths and shrines 

The seatbelt campaign that led to a new law, and 
proved that prevention works 

 

 







A main road on the Tohono Oôodham 

reservation 

Photograph by Alison 



ÂTribal Members ï 23,000 

Â 12,000 Live On Reservation 

Â12/30/1853 Gadsden Purchase 



Challengesé 

Trampled Vegetation 

by  Border Crossers 

 





Environmental Hazards 



Crash Death Statistics are 

Presented at a STOP meetingé 



Cause of Injury 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total

Count Count Count Count

Motor Vehicle 18 16 19 8 61

Occupants

Homicide 1 8 8 6 23

Suicide 0 7 7 7 21

Overdose 2 3 5 5 15

Fall 1 2 3 4 10

Pedestrian 0 0 3 3 6

Other 1 0 2 2 5

Unintentional Firearms 0 1 0 0 1

Total 23 37 47 35 142

Leading Causes of Injury Death Among  

Tohono Oôodham Nation Members, 

2000-2003 

ÅLeading Cause of Death 

motor vehicle crashes 

 





The Desert 













Open Range  

No Seat Belt Law  

Highest Numbers of Seat Belt Crashes 

Larger people require larger seat belts 











Chairwoman Vivian 

Juan-Saunders 

Offers  

Encouragement 



Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

















A Supportive Tribal Council Member  

Attends The Seat Belt Campaign Launch 



So Does 

A Local 

News 

Reporter 



Rural Health Officeõs Partners 

ÅIndian Health Service: San Xavier, Sells Services Unit, Santa 

Rosa Clinic 

ÅT. O. Nation Departments: Health & Human Services, 

Police Department, Department of Information & Technology, 

Executive Office 

ÅDistrict/Community support 

ÅPublic & BIA Schools 

ÅLocal Businesses 

ÅFAMILY NETWORK SUPPORT 



ÅChoulic is one of 10 

Districts.  It is located 7-8 

miles north of the U.S. ð

Mexico border  

ÅThe community is small 

and consist of groups of 

family housing areas 

ÅRoads throughout the 

village are unpaved 

Choulic Community 



ÅFederal Route 19, 2 miles 

through the community  

ÅCommunity consist of a 

Small Post Office, Church 

Center, Public Jr./Sr. High 

School and District Office 

ÅOver 90-100 homes 

Topawa Community 



ÅLarge Billboard Design 

Contest 

ÅBillboard Blessing and 

Raising 

ÅBumper Sticker 

Campaign 

ÅFun Run 

Prevention Activities 



Raising the Billboard 



The Rodeo ï 5,000 People 



Getting the Message Across 



   $25,000 from the National Traffic Highway and Safety Agency, 

U.S. Government, through the National Rural Health Association. 

 

Distribution:  $5,000 to each of four Tohono OôOdham Districts:  

Chulic, Topawa, Covered Wells, and Santa Rosa.  Funds used for 

travel, food at meetings, purchase of incentives as free seat belt 

safety reminders, the billboard, some computers. 

 

Distribution: $5,000 to the Rural Health Office to pay for travel 

and administrative support costs. 

 

 





CHAIRWOMAN VIVIAN  

JUAN-SAUNDERS 

SIGNS SEAT BELT 

LAW IN TO EFFECT 

AUGUST 3, 2005! 



 

 

 

 





Don Williamsô newest fatality report goes 

here 

2005 New Grant 
Received  
To Launch STOP 2  

Plans include:  
 
ÅBillboards  

 
ÅSobriety Stop Points  

 
ÅContinuing public service  
 ad campaign  

 
 

 



Itõs About 
Saving Tohono 
Oõodham People 

 
 

 



Baboquiviri, Sacred Mountain of the Tohono Oôodham People 

Rural Health Matters 



Thank you ï and now a rainbow 



Rainbow on the Road to SellsQ 
 

Photo by Alison 


